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THE STRUCTURE OF FOUR CHAPTERS
OF
CHU YUAN'S NINE SONGS

“The God and Goddesses of Hsiang (Hsiang Chun and Hsiang Fu Jen)-.
The Grand Arbiter and Subarbiter (7@ Szu Ming and Shao Szu Ming)

Chi-tzung Hsiao

The Nine Songs has been acknowledged by most scholars as stemming from the
.ancient folk songs of South China for the witches to sing in their worship service,
which were revised or even re-written by the great poet, Ch'u Yuan, during the
fourth century before Christ. Concretely it was composed of eleven chapters with a
subheading for each, and ten different gods were described in it, while th;: over-all
title was The Nine Songs. Among them there were four antiphonal songs,
namely: Hsiang Chun, Hsiang Fu Jen, Te Szu Ming, and Shao Szu Ming. Many
scholars believed that “Hsiang Chun” was the spirit of Emperor Shun, and “Hsiang
,Fu Jen”, the goddesses of the Hsiang River or the spirits of Shun’s two wives. Beth
“Ta Szu Ming” and “Shao 8zu Ming” were wusually regarded as two arbiters of
‘human destiny but Professor Hsiao holds that “Ta Szu Ming” or the Grand Arbiter
‘was the god of life and death, and “Shao Szu Ming”, the Subarbiter, was the god of
‘posterity. As these four songs were recorded in four independenl chapters, scholars
in the past believed mistakenly that each song was sung by each of the gods. But it
is much clearer if we believe that several voices appear in the lines of each song,
for each separate song is so comprehensive that no one of them can be adequately
-explained by the interpretation insisted on by most scholars, for this interpretation
makes it impossible to recognize the antecedents of the pronouns used. Professor
Hsiao has discovered that these four songs are just two pairs; they might be called
two songs in fact.

According to Hsiac’s opinion The Nine Songs is the original play-book of ihe
Chiness opera, although its dialogue and actions are not recorded in it, because
the main elements of Chinese opera are singing and dancing which were originally
the profession of the witches, and The Nine Songs is the only one of such songs
which has survived in written records. He holds that the song Hsiang Chun is the
lines for the actor inpersonating Emperor Shun and Hsiang Fu Jen the lines of his
wives. Each of their lines was rccorded separately, but on the stage, they must have
been sung alternately, so these two chapters must be rearranged and woven together
for a performance. As to The Grand Arbiter and The Subarbiter, ihe material of



40 X & % = 2 A — M

these two main actors was already-arranged by the poet himself, but it was cut into
two parts under different subheadings.

This was the sketch of the real structure of these four chapters, but no scholar
found it out, and no commentator made this confusion clear. In order to make the
readers understand the meaning of these four chapters, Hsiao lays emphasis on their
structure and rearranges them in this article. In order to make their structure
clearer, he adds to the text the dialogue and actions which had been omitted for
centuries, in the style of the opera of the Yuan dynasty. Like making a plaster figure
of a dinosaur from the skeleton kept in a fosil, he has made them up into the perfect
shape of an ancient opera. After his treatment and rearrangement, not only are the
grammatical problems found in these songs smoothly resolved, but also the contro-
versies about the meaning of almost every line will come to an end. And even more,
through his additions we can imagine even what business would be done in the
primitive stage.

Furthermore, the number of chaptors, after his combination, is naturally
decreased from eleven to nine, corresponding to the number in the over-all title
although this is only a by-product of the discoveries shown in this article.



